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NEWS FROM WASHINGTON.
TOPICS OF NATIONAL IXTERKRT.

©pro.s-oo kktchcm's COVTIRMATIOS*.prospects
OF TAIIUT REVISION.NAVAL OFBIC-CM AND

THE NAVAL HILL.TUT. I.HK-SAVINO KKKVICE.

Aj.prai-.-i Howard lia. submitted lo tho Ben¬
ita Committee on Commerce a statement and
affidavits in his own behalf and against the

confirmation of General Ketchum. A corre¬

spondent of The Timbi-ne staten that tho

friends of tariff revision in Congress are more

hopeful than they wen recently, and points ont

some of the dangers that threaten the Ways
and Means hill. Naval officers are opposed to

certain providions of the Naval Appropriations
bil and Will endeavor to make their hostili y

felt. Mr. Kimball, Superintendent of the Life-
Saving Service, has written a letter protest¬
ing against the proposed transfer to thc Navy
Department.

APPRAISES HOWARD'S STATEMENT.
ADtora IO snow that mr. kkti him is not the

MAN TO TA Kl. HIS PLACK.

Hit nunAin ro ms ItlMm.]
WA-MUM-TOMi Jan. -H..Appraiser Howard, of

New-Y"rk, has submit tel to the Beasts OoauaittM
on Conimerce a Stet.set and certain affidavits
giving rf-a.o s why General Appraiser Ketchum
ought not to be confirmed as bis sasesssor.
He starts out by saying that Mr.
Ketchum was removed boa tbe oftice
of General Appraiser ia 1877 for eriU3", upon the

reports ot numerous special audits iii tt he habit¬
ually un lei valued merchandise; ihat is tot-ay, lie

ISMf-lly decided .-mains' the GoTeratnent and in

favor of the importers in coota t hut came before

him. Assistant Appraise! Bansh, who was nomi-
naiad to tain Mr. Ketchum- place, declined tbs
offl e, and Mr. Ketc_m.ii w is th n enabled through
familv snd politic il lutlueuce to ret lin the post) lon.
About six mont Iib ago the chief officers sad othei
meinbr-rof twenty-three out of tlc twenty-four
Kepubliian district susoi lations ot il"' etty of New-
York reco'imi' inled tbs MMOTal of Mr. Kt tchum
aod thc appointment of Alderman McLean in hit-

place. This act, Mr. Ho .aid allege *, wai due tu
tts knowledge tboss Bepablicans h.ui ot abuses in

Mr. K«'c ian's o.licp.
Mr.Howuid proceeds te show that tbs szpenditare

for clerc.il force in each year from l*-7<» tn l«-7;l

inclusive, un lerQeneial Appraiser RogebooM, w.is

Oaly $3,700; in 1 .*.-_. uu icr Mr. Kel. iium, ll was

$l.">,2u.i 71. I lie iacrsas-i of Importations and of
the buMu<-ss oi tue office does noi Justify snythti g

gnfvoaobiug thts increase. Mr. Howard avertsthal
bolssstaaa 99.10371 of public money ls wested in

this way. John .J, Kvichnm, a brother ot General
Appraivr Ketchum. baa been drawing pay .isa

clerU at (lt-OO pe; auaiim since January 7, 18H1,
but bas been doiug lilt lo or uo work for the GoYet n-

nieut. He bad no desk in tbs office, was not Men
there more than once or twice, each month,
and all ibo time that he was on Mm
pay-roll bs was practising ss a physician. Ile ie-

r ed tu- jv i-11 ir qi on January ."», l -.*-.!. tbs dav on
w hir h Mr. M..w.int .> charges against bim w< re made
pu h. ic. Mr. il" ..ir. r--in a. ks tl. it " suicide
ics-ion,'' ami says, concei uwg »tbi r meiubert of t he
tieiical force, tuat H...jamil 1 u/.o. a biother-m-
law of Mr. Ketchum, ls ou tbe
pay-roll at WIJSOO poi anuuin; tbal
inward Everett, aiso a r lativ , ucl.. 111,000
jun: anotlur relatirc $12200; ibal iv.8. ll i...¦ r.
Bow drawlui par st il,-iKi per annom, mh,..! on
the p y-ndl by Gen i..i Appraise] /v t hum in 1874
at til,oOO per hudmu, tuougb lur was .nen only a |

boy c bal Edwards. Pow] r,
tbs law ci<, ., i- pani Su.000 bnl ks nseb-sj that h
was disi h ig d hy Appraiser Howard in .Mi rh.
1881, f..r vui'o; tuat he pac IMS law al
>o. 6 l':iie-st., where hi- office boan are

from 0 to 5, i.ut _¦!). ml- Timcii time ut bin burne, in

Newbarg and lu Washington. Vf, A. Donnelly,
clerk und stenographer, ai $1,700 p. r annum, is

alleged io pend in v.i ol his tune in Mr. Ketcbnai's
private law office, a mile aud a hal. Irom thc Ap¬
praiser*!. Depar .incur.
Mr. Howard reTiews briefli In-, own qualifications

foi ibe fies wnicb li" hoi ;.. an ssserts ibat be
has faithful) ohs rredthe Civil berrioe rules. Hs
says that he was a personal freud oj Phwtdeiil
Lincoln and enjoyed tbs iriendship ol PreaUeutr.
Haye-, and G..meld alu >; that .me tba Oratb of
Presidenc Garbeld be bu been "hounded aod Tid¬
ied ss no public oili cr h..s probably b n
heretofore "j" tbat a combination or eou-
spiracv sgainst him has existed lor
a year, the k-auuiK persons en ga ged tn this brinn
George Bliss, special ageut Bracket!, inspectoi
O'Bilrne. lluuh ll ist'ngs, vv. li. bainpson, i_. D.
Fowler, 'the members ot ihe Wasaingt-iu Treasury
Kim.-,'' and ntmis. Mr. Howard rom.nd s his
Memorial by saying tha. ihe . olleetot and Snr.
Teyor of the Pori, special Agent ira Ayer, j.., ex-
Appiaistr. lleElrath, Hailing and Hu oner,and many ol he s, will come lorwaid
upon lbs tnTiiaiion of ihe ooaunittee sud
te-tify earnestly aud warml. rn bis behalf.

In an sceumnanying affidavit Mr. Howard de-
slarss that rn July, l-.sj. 8peci_ Agent bracket!
t i«l ni.ii, that ..u antaTomble paragraph hao boen
anded, at tbe repealed au i urtceut solicitation ol
G orgeliliM, to .li" report in which bs Mr. liucke I)
had exonerated Mr. (toward from all charges igaiusi
his integrity also that be wouki show Mr. dow-
ard at s.i.i.e future time an official letter lunn tits
iTemsttry Department whicb, real between he
lme.s, pressed bim to find Mr. Howard guilty with
Or WltbOUt evident".
John I. Clark nnd Henrr Biobard, funner clerks

in Tie General Appi user's office, make
affidavits Mtpportiug Ajiniaihti llowaid's state*
me.it. nn to the work done and 8a ai ie.
iiaid prior to ibo appointment ol Mi. Ketcuuin.
J lie only nt uer affidaTii i> tnat of Rouen S. Brow*
¦ell, whiiehshows tbal John J. Ketebum was a

practising physician willie be was on the G-Vcrn-
men: pay-roll.

CONOBE88 AM) TARIFF REVI8I0N.
as nmorcD moaner von yuk bill <u tm

WATS AMD JIl.A.Vs l ir.MMll IKK lill; DAMiKltrt

10 lil. l-Mjul'Ml l;1.1).

IBV Tl.iiA.KAin i<> un: rBIBCXCl
Wasiiim.ids'. .Ian. 'J*-..Within tbe l.».t lhre« ot

fsardays tbs BeprsseotatiTM wbe favor tariff rc

Tision on tbs basis of tbs 'nil reported by tbs Ways
and Means Committee have found new courage,
aud many who were slinoef reaay to de pan ¦ week
ago uow suptess a strang hope that a Tariff bill will
Le adopted by this Congress. A belief that the

Ways and Means bill will pgM tbs lliuse with
sm-adsssatsls becoming Ntronger sreryday. No
doubt this improved condition of feeling in lari_oly
due to the fact that the general debate
has awakened considerable entliiiiia.sin in lbs J.e-
puldican ranks, which have also bo'ii snlidilied by
the reckless abuse and mJMtSlSMQntS indulced in

hy the free-tra^Ie DeMOCfatS in their sp edies, home

cf which so reeked with kgaotaaes au'l maine a. to

disgust eren the extremist 'revenue lelonueis"
en the ^publican side.
Hemocrais like Uland and Mill. h .ve fairly earned

the thanks of tke Republican leaders. Among the H"-
pnblicaus who have been regarded as lit l_b_HS_!tSfOf
missionary eliort by th" tanti men, is Mr. Calkins,
of lumaiia, whose nani" has occupied a place ou ull
Ibe Usu of "doabtinl" HepweattatiTee. In reply
to a qiehtion by a TitiBfNK eonatpoadeat, to-dav,
however, Mr. Calkins saul that, while he did nut

approve the bill iu ad t-. details, he would support
and vote for it, and would ofter no amendments to it.
Of course, be may vote fur SMondMimts offered hy
others, but even then his course will bc governed
hy conservatism.
Tbe threat* of tbe fre*> trade Democrat* to filibus¬

ter at every tju«o in the Committee ol the Whole,
uni. ss their scheme of aholsMls ameudmeiii is suc¬

cessful, have also produced a good cllect on the Ke-
pntilicang. It . ,iifflcuit to estimate the actual
sUougtb of the filibusters ; but thev dann from :r>
to 40 votee, and thoy can probably must-sr enough
to delay business con«iderabIy by te<|Uinug a quo¬
rum on each motion, lt i_ no secret that the
number ot amendment* they will propose is legion,
In the delay which it will thus be in the power of
the obstruction.sta to oause, lie. tbe chief dauber
to Lie l»i.l; auother danger will be the adoption of to

many objectionable amendments iu the Committee
ef the Whole that the measure will bc uuaols to

command tbe support of a majority in the House.
That the first d«*nzer ls real no one can doubt.a
very Binall number of men determined that no tariff
bill hhall pass can so delay proceedings in the
CoiniuittPr. of the Whole as to make its defeat ex¬

tremely probable, If not certain.
In the co irue of tho debate it was flated the total

number of items lo bo considered in all tbo
schedules is about 2,000. To each of these any
member in.iv offer an amendment and «peak live
minutes; if he demands a vole it must betaken,
and if no quornm appears be may havo another vote

by tellers. Then another member may offer an

annudment and the same process be repented, again
and again, until the committee rises and the House
formally decides tbat amendment and debate on that
item shall cease. A simplo calculation will show
that a few determined obstructionists will have it

in their power to do an unlimited amount of mis¬
chief. The failure to adopt the Hiscock. rule will

probably turu out to he a mistake. With such a

rule only ono nu tionto adjourn could he enter¬
tained prior to tho hour fixed for dally adjourn¬
ment: now audi a motion may be made at any time
when the 11->nse is not iu Committee of the
Whole. Only thirty working days remain
before the expiration of flu. Congress,
and nei'her tho Legislative, the Sundry Civil, BOT
thc General Deficieicv Appropriation bills haa yet
been npOXt-d Io tho House, Chaim m Hiscock, of
ths Appropriations Committee, ho res the e bills
will take less time than lisna!, aud he and several
other ui'-iubcrs of the Committee have expressed a
willingness to havo them considered at evening
ssasioos] hut after an all dee s ssfna on tbe Tariff
bill it trill be extremely difficult to secni* a propel
attendances anigo) sitting for tho ooi'S-deretion
ol these important ___ca_m*o-.

Iii ie iver the same necessity forkeepings quornm
ni iv bs lound toexi.t as on l lie Tan lt bill Itself, if
tba oostriiciioni-ts choose. The list ni Um appro¬
priation bills vin ., in rame way be a di to the Pen-
atc as earlj as February '/2, aud it is nrohahletl it

they will oocupy tbe House four or live days al tb
yen li a-t. Beanies, there are four or Hts con cited
election cases io be disposed oi, Ibr.I
winch me likely t<> provoke dis aasion
and occupy considerable tune in tbe
House. Ou tin*, o naya li-uislative proceedings
mus. be suspended al 'A o'clock p. m., tbs rsHMnder
ol cavn day b iring naen fixed lor "Ulogie* upou tue
tate Representatives Hawk, Ortb au.i I pd-gratC
Mi. shacaleionl, of North Ctroliua, also died re¬
cently, but no nay for the eulogies in bis casi b.is
yet me.i .. t .ipa... Unless a sanding nil- of the
House rdi.th ..o cnange I, February 9 aod IO
will be devoted lo business under BOspcu-
BlOn of tho lilies. lt pill thus oe

i thal uni as ths Tariff bill can run thc gauntlet
ol tue Cotnuiufc 8 "l thc Wools iud in., me House
within ibe next ufieeu days, its prospects win bc
exircmh do.in .ul. ii not altoge i uer b--p-1 Ol
course a great ilea oau bo uoue in fifteen da* .-> wuen
th House r adv deeires to reach au tu i, and ii is
pnasibleih.it in the absence ol factions nj.
Ihi lal :i mil mighi bc nt lo th* benste bj ibo
mul ile oi next month, out tani! legislation has
alviays oeeu dom sud diiticulu
Wi hiii lbs uc\. iluv days ihe tactics snd

n m ot nie oppositi n to tho lull will be fully
devi ¦(»»¦<* anii ¦ bei er judg ne it foi.I
rewpe.'iing tbe temper of tnt House sud ibe pius-
pi c.s ol ii peudtug lull or any oilier tai di legisla¬
tion i>\ lin-, oii.'n -.-..

Better progress was mads In the Renate \ --

tel.: ty luau 00 any pn vious di.*, ami n
livii n ol greater encourageineul prevails
sn.Ot.gthe fm lin-, ot the Imho i.ili dian ni anv

lime wnuiu the last ween. Anoiuer day h »mk re-
Uaiiisio bs Uou« iiii.iu the _n-*_al scueiul*, .un
Uiose features which Were by universal co
belo to o the ino.il difficultlo dispose ol are already
past. I'r.-di. imi-. ue still wini ih it nv

i pas d. ml IhOse Who cul.; inn euell om.,1..,, ,

Mein tu bc in a dei leasing minority.
LOBB! 1.-1- Al ill i APITOL.

lin i i.i.i.i; mu io iii. cnn st .,

\V\-.mx<.iii.\, Jan. ..8..-Whenever legisln ion is
psndmg in Cougreas wnich ls likely toefl ot aay
groat industrial or other Lnteresl it is tbs ls
for small demagogues co gel ou end in tbe House "f

UepressntatiTes ami bowl abonl "tbs lonny.''
which howl it is tue fashion of certain new*

papers to tc-ecbo with more or less
dennits socuaatioos that improper tnetni
ate heing need to ni il u ncc bin li legislation.
it is true thal then is a strang "looby" in Wash¬
ington now, and some of lbs free-trade D mocrati

in CongieM appear io os shaking in lueir sh
some umiiliounaire monopolisien shall maks au

attempt on their legislative virtue, borne
oi them Melly appear to beliem thai this terrible
11 lobby " is wholly composed of "tami robbers."
Thisisag_r_ai mistake Manufacturers arv here,
bul if a pull tren taken tuej woo d be found io li*-
uu-joii y, itnloM were counted with them such dbi ;i

as President Jowett un i ins associates
of the lr-ni and btcei Worker.' Association, who
rcpresenl from 8-0.000 to 100.0UO workmen in the .-

industries, aud tbe reprosenlativcs of SKiM«-d lanni
in other manufacMfeg.
Tbe mel ibat Mr. -diver and Mr. I'ark, both cz-

tensiTS manufacturers, are ia Mfaebi.igtoa is her¬
alded lar and aide; bm the feel ihat
J..nu Maddox, scent of tho Staffordshire, ISaglaad,
pottery luauufacburers, is also herc, working with
might and maui te Mema ku li a nduetion of ths
du.ies on eartbeuwars as will drive. American
mannfeeturers to ths wait, is kepi in tbs bae_t-
grouud. Ibo ag. nts of tho _-_.. li l.i euler.
aad other British manufacturers, wno lind it Im¬
possible to compete with American manufacturers,
are quiet but not idle, rbetaciios of tho fnimgn
manufacturers and their agents have not changed,
nor ate those gentlemen Ism energetic than they
wen la i**di when the lr-Bancc Com¬
mittee of the Beaate bad before them SOO
memorials from thc ageutsof the Sheffield mahers
of steel, "whieh weraseutaround to all tbs black¬
smiths uiihe United Slates to bo signed/* stating
that the Tanil bill tuen pending "Jucreseed tbs
duties ujinii Steel hom 10 to '2*',\ per cent.''
Now, as then, there aro to be seen iii

the corridors of tbe Capitol and ihe lobbies of ths
Washington bo els tbe sgeats of foreign ma"

turon un importers, to say nothing ol t\
Dal ul A. Wells and J. 8. Moore and scores of other
free trailers whees oBorts to break down the sys¬
tem ol protection may poMibly be parolj nnsellisb,
In the ciiui.se. oj his speeeu yesterday Mr. Car¬

lisle dontishedeume pieces <d crockery, union be
describe.i as being tbe kimi of ware, lo md mi "tbe
table ol every til iii ii 1..liner and Workingman,"
and ii pun winch, in- haul, it is proposed IO
iii, reuse ilie duty IO [.er cent. BrpreMUtativs
Brewer, wbo is a potter} manufacturer of sixteen
yeats' experience, declared that not a puce ol crock¬
ery ol that kind has .iee,j MOO or sod ni tin- Amer¬
ican mai kel lor tue last weiii \ years. American
farmers and wuramen demand n better article.
Ttie iiuest iou now ts "who furnished Mr. Cullie
with bis samplesf l-rbapsMr. Maddox, iheag--nl
oi i ne i.iiulidi manuiaei iinr-, mighi answer. Mr,
Carlisle did noi say he found them ina Wasbiug-
logion or New-York crockery establishmsut, m bs
would probably have boen <iuick to do bad such
been tho OsM,

OPPOSED TO THK NAVAL BILL.
IOU! Of HU I'l.OVISIMSS WUK ll AUK KUM I.NANT

to naval oi noan
[BT TOI StlOfll. TO TUB rill HI'St. |

.VA.-sfllMiloN, Jan. 518..Tbs ottoCM of the Navy
will eon lest, ia tbs Senate several feat uie..

of general legislation which they dislike
'

iu

thu Naval Approntiatious bill as lt passed
tbo House. Uoth line aud stall ofloers
object strenuously to the abolition of tho grono nf
Commodore. It is claimed that it forms a grade of

promotion to which Captains of long service arc en¬

titled, und giTes sturt oillcers ol fortv years' stand¬
ing a chalice ol attaining a higher rank than they
could otherwise gel, while, furnishing a eonvenien:
grade for officer* intermediate between Capia:ua
and Admirals fur tbe command of naval shore sta¬

tions, as weil as for the heads of bureaus iii thc !>..-

pattment. lt is also uigeil that it is the most dis¬

tinctively American title there is in thw Navy.
The abolition of the Tay Corps is ear¬

nestly opposed hy naval otllcers who
say tho lunctions of a naval Pay¬
master are not to lie compared to those of an

Anny Taymaster. Tue Navy bas neither i^uaitci-
minti-r nor Coiniiiissaiy. Many of the duties

analogous to those performed for thc Army

by officers of the Quartermaster and
Commissary departments fall upon ihe naval
ravmaster. Furthermore, if line officers of ths

Navy are detailed to act as Pavmas.ers.they cannot
be required to give oonda when assimicd io merely
temporary duty of that kind. Consequently tho
Treasury has a deep interest In maintaining the

Tay Corps with its present security.
EtForts will also bc made to get thc Pena.c. to In¬

corporate several features of new legislaiion Into
thc Appropriation bill. Last year tho bill made an

appropriation for an Assistant Secretary of
tho Navy, bnt the oflho was not

crca'ed. The present Socretary of tho Navy
ia reported to ho desirons of having .in assistant,
who shall bo a good lawyer and shall represent tho
ci-11 side of tbe establishment to the Socre¬

tary. At presont a Secretary who roc. Into

office from civil life, chiefly as a friend and
adviser of the President, finds hims If dependent to

a great extent upon a chief clerk, who will probably
havo the traditional prejudices of tho Navy, and
upon the eight heads of bureaus, who aro them¬
selves naval officers. The weight of their opinions
is generally in favor of keeping things aa they aro.

While the organization remains as it is the Presi¬
dent might as well appoint the Admiral of the

Navy to be i's Secretary. An assistant secretary,
a civilian and a lawyer, would lind a nseftil field of

duty in dealing with many questions which should bo
tnated from a non-professional noint of view, and
would servo us a connecting link between tho
naval cstablisiment and thc people. It is said that
Mr. t handler is anxious to have the office of Solici¬
tor of the Navy re-created, so that there m:iv he
a law adviser fnr the department. 'I he Judge-
Advoeate->Qi narai, wboM taae__s__ approach tho
Dearest tn t om of a solicitor, ls a marius ettotf, <ie-

t_nI, d for tue purpose, ami cannot in the naturo of
things he a lawyw of much experience. An
officer of the Navy might bs detailed, if
thought desirable, to have Mperfiston over soarte-
martial subordinate to tbe-Solicitor, end lbs posi¬
tions of Assutani Uecxetaij end Solicitor might
perhaps be combined.
Boms oi tbs Admirals of tbs Nary, it ks understood,

advocate a plan for combining tbs tfl
of promotion by senioruy anil by selec¬
tion i r u.e grades of Commodore and
I.e.ir-Aduiiial. Tuey propose thal wheu a vacancy
oi chis ni in- grade oi i.c.r-A imiral tue Secretary
.lld lin- lin. .- semor a.ililli il. v. iio aie m .linn re ICU
mi.iii lorin n I'.oar i logo over tbe lisi ofCommodore.
a.ul r. eommeuu for promo ion ibe hm nan on lbs
lir-t, elm is iii every way quahneu lor ibepowtiim.
Promotions Irom ib«' gradeol Captain to'hat of
( mu mo lore m. gu; be m me ut thi tams way. 1 bein
is a further proposition which is

il lo gi \. elasik Hy io tin-
c vi,n I orr Ket iirni. iii law. lt m pronoseJ tbal
winnah Ul -i li is ra rn d tbe sge ¦.! nxty-oue
years aud h i physical ooudi.ion aul profi-esio.isl
¦ i ii.i. ii ai .odsan nc.iast > uukii bi re.eninin in ne¬
uve rvice .. nrau.e. tot Pr odents lulihtvep
l-l ..'I -il .Vlllllll.il lull bj llie-eonl" to
remain o.i ihe active li.t throe yen-, lunger,

d thal in-- ll -I si .lied io retain
( n uuiiM.ni -s ,,,, a,11 ,,,, ||.. .,,-riv.- list loi nuntin i

tinee nars, im-. officei has tendered siguaiser-
rice io ihe Navy, bo h in peace and \\.ir. ile
was ell eui fn organising t ie Vu. .-. it is

a prc ul a -I ns is vow presideni "I the .\d\is ry
li.i which «..i have suo-tvi-iiou of tbe con¬

on ol ibe nen Navy, iftuero is to|peoce, tis
lately i.c.oiiaieu tbs < m- sn 1 reaty,

THE I IFE-8A1 ING BEBVICE.
- v 11 v n -nuii"' in

1 U -in il;. I. ni in. -. v\ ii Ia!.j ii H l.

ibt rsuwaars ru in.: rniaess.1
WaSHIXaTON, Jae. 28,.Nearlj ail the beads of

lr. i-ui, bureaus whose transfer to the Navy De-
pallin ; 'mun' nih d by thc pi

hav-> miIimill.vi
Of thS Ir-;, .tv Writ!) n ai I ino

Bbangi. I hat cf lbs gu stoat public tut- real is lb)
of Mr. Kimball, sa, ern.linden', ol th

.i.e. After Ultimating (hat ibo only
i..i' i for tbe proposal is tbe doaire to pinv.de foi
id <. natal .'hil is, Sir. hi .il all iii, is to a pre. ."Us

attempt mad.Iratwtei lue eervioe in I87d. Ibero
was tin n, he Mys a v IgUC idea tbat the J.lfe-'-aVi lg
S< ll B ah d the NaV, Wile III n il 111 a a Iii ii V. Illas-

iii ij<- Ii ai both had dc.nings With lue sea,
I be Iom ol tbe Union is mentioned to Illustrate the
ssseuttal difference between sarfmen end r-iilvrs.
Had there ecu am.mg ibo saiioieoi tbe Huron,
mj*s Mr. Kimball, a magic surf ll norman froi
...i.si belora them.be wii.ild have can.ed a lino
Irom ihe vessel to lbs shore, established communi¬
cation and ra', d e very roul nu Ima i d. How mi rf.

men on ship or shore would nave done ia sacb an

emergency was shown in tbs case ol ihesloop-of-
w.ii Kansas, at Uroytown, Nicaragua, in April,
1872. where, after mur boats coutaming thirty-
sight im u bad been raeceosivelj capbi/.ed in broad
daylight, and in un ordinary surf, in ibo endeavor
to land, tbe oativss rode out m tin ir
common boats through the broahen aad
nved tle> romslndat of tbe crew.
in any country in the world, except in Kimma, Mr.
Kimball Mys, lil -saving servtae had been ¦ civil
wi ii In n- inception. \\ iib tbs single ext eption
nt a erk llfe-boal gm ii|» by an Knglish naval otll-
i-ei, rill lbs llle--.ii. ing appliances lu this and SVOIT
other country.liie-ho,i, serf-boat, life-ear,
breeches, buoy, wreck-gun, boat-carriage, line-
rocket, 11 vist-ou ught, and everything else were la*
vented or devised outside ol the Navy o rtbs Navy-
inspiration,
Mr. Kiiniiall further says:
Tbs Bess Imt noi ; urown helter, Imf wons,

since lt.78, tor un- sdvoesa*. of tn- trainer. Ilie
Navy eulin lilli, coull llll'Vltll IIS Ullin' hkllflll,
adr il ... il nula adv... m.-, tie- h.. rel.nv of the
Sj-. .. .vv.i .I'.i.uil. willi BjrMSI elni| .euee ii; ni r,i.<

lil. l.iac ,my rultt pl. ri. nleil Al UU linn- I'liiiv ..lill.,
nun uieads f'-i -.'¦. ia. pinmn es nf iii- Livll fer-, ii i lo
sitd to luis dllapidaieo empire. It iv.ir.r i..

? ni. rid mal tin- l.i . SavlugHcrvlee Sss sttslucd,uudei
itu-i uri nd ii'ir.iile ol . uiikiC-im, rn |M rlreilnii ol i..uhi-
lii.:i ii .I ^n nf i Un !.h.) will, ii have mob tni lr tbe
resp vt sud .mimi alum ol III.iii ii try and uf loreign na-

ih egeeted hv sn auausl sspea-il-
lute lenr tlcin tue lle.|l|i-|n ouSI of pOttlOg SUg v

s -I,. 1. naval vessel j lust ibe valoi snd -- icrsll of Its
rewa m.ike Hie seabuwd ring year liter >r.ir with i.retit

'.lp..Un. . lull hun beeu cllci'le sulelj In rmi-
vin- vlnli-r i-ItII liiiiiinfeinriil. uni ibl-Ogh lln-lu'iin nf
t -ii years witboul lue sbgutesl uni frew a slogls smsbsr
ot iio- iiniiiiii> in ituie.

Beverol roaeoasagainet the ebeagM were gvea as

decisive by Mr. Kimbell. Among thoa beeeseits
tbal -'I Civil i-i ice hlimihl n,,t lu. jun under Military
control, and thal, the mn linen would not Mininlt lo

naval ..ls. ipline. ile elso Mys that lim iratister
wiiuhl be objectionable beeaoM if leebeohuelj .¦*-

.M-n.ial io lin- lUOCcMOi lin- hf -saving service sys¬
tem thin the terviM -liouhi remain nuiufluenoedbj
pollnos iii i in- choice of it-s sgeuts,

Iheis .ne reports alMby Prolessor Hilgard, of
the . oast Burvcy; lb. Hamilton, _nrgoui_-4jh-_ei-l
ot ihe Marine Hospital dervicej Mr.Clark, of the
lie\.-nue Niki im-ami Mi. llnmoiil, nperviMiig lu-
>y im i '. ii ial ot Hiesmnoatoi the utter is es¬

pecially eaoetic ai lbs e.n h*e af tbs navy.
Aiiionu oibi'i things it suggests thal 75 per eon I of
tm- money now spent on naval sflTairs would bs
Mved il lbs oiticeis of the si--iiuihn.it Inspection
>.-, vice weie pal IU charge of them undi l In¬
direction ol the .secretary of me Tr. usury, lt is
limier i.md thal all oi ibo reports will be sent to
Cu ugi cs*.

________

OPPOSITION TO THE UBRABT BILL
im ramos ira ro uk ramona,

Wasiiim.ion, Jun. 28. I be friends of tho bill for
a now building fur the libral}' ol PoilglTMTS Woik-
ingwithmoefa Quiet inrnestnros to secure favora¬
ble uctiun by this Congress, I hey realise thal e ith
a large Ileum, rn ie inajurity inlhoiuxt Moline, the
laic of thu b.H wouiii be sealed in advaooe. rim
im a ire was considered bv the HoOMOboul aiimnlll
ago, und a large majority expressed a de..ir«i thal tho
total seat of tbs building sh.uml be limited to

§3,000,000aad thai lt should be placed on laud be¬
longing to th- United Sates. The bill was then re¬

committed und WaOMBOffted back recently with its
provisions so amended as to meet tho wp. Ins of a

large majori y of the Mon-c.
'Hie most liitiei and iiurmV-ntmu in mies o'tho

lull in the lloun- arr ex- peaker Kan.lall and Mr.
Holman. Hy aih.liary u.-j ol his power when

Speak-r, Mr. J.aniall succeeded in preventing its
cm,-mlcr.'ttinu iii the lum Congress, and dluco tuen
his enmity h.-ts not abated. Herein ly, it in saul, a

l .uiiuurd oi. lint, Ymmo-
"

TIIE CRISIS IN FRANCE.
RESIGNATION OF THE MINISTRY.

*?nr*Rir>FN*T (HUTT simmons mm. faixikrk- anu
Jl'LEH K**ItnY TO CONSULT IN RKOARD TO A

nwotinR
Paris, Jan. 28..Thr. Ministers met at the ElyslSe

this MOnlag and tendered their resignation*,which
President Gravy has accepted.
President Gr6vy has summoued MM. Fallierea

and Jules Kerry for the purpose of conferring with
them id regard to tho formation of a uew Ministry.
The Timra, in a leading article this morning,

commenting on the resignation of the
French Ministry, savs that the news Is of
a most momentous character. Even its immediate
consequences cannot at once be divined. The
resiwiation of thn-Calnnct exhibits a catastrophe
which threatens the political arrangements of tho
country and renders the substitution of a moro

powerlul Ministry a matter of exceeding difficulty.
TUB CHAMIIFR TO HE PISSoLVi-.D.

The ToBnoftPortoootiespondeat says: The resnlt
of the nit nation is tolerably clear, namely,
an early dlssolatMn of tho Chamber. In a conver¬

sation, for which the correspondent
vouches, President Gravy remarked: ''I am

firmly resolved nn a dissolution. Nobody can gov¬
ern the country wub the present Chamber of Depu¬
ties."

Tbe DadSN Ministry wa* formed on Augu't 7 of last
year, suet.rim.- tho Mlnlsiry of M. de Freycinet, whlon
had tiena In office only since January, when M. Gam¬
betta retired from the leadership of tbo <'ab.net on ac¬
count of tho hostility of the Chamber of Depatlsete
lils election sebeiM. kn iwn us the .crutln de I.lste. Tin*

Ministry of M. Freycinet was Weak and lt went to p
owing to tho attempt of M. de Freycinet to steer be-
twi'i-n iniervontton and tiou lutervnutlon on tbo
EgrptlM liner- iou. Jin secured a credit of
.r l.''i>0,..00 fur naval ai mann nts. and after another
period of vacillation attempted te obtain another en Ult
fer tbe protsstlon sf the §ass Oona- This was raketed
on J ly'JU hy a vote of 4S0 tr) lo. The Ministry Im-
ineiliiitely resigned.
Nine days later a n^w Qevernnient wa? forinrrl, as fol¬

lows :
M. Hu. tere. Prescient nf the < uniie',1 tout MOntttgf of

Jureign Affaire.
M. Doves, il tmilter ofJuWatt,
M. i-iiiii.-n-. Binimter of the Interior.
M rd, JU -. if Fit
tu-iii-rnl Hiiint. Miniiterof Wan
\ i- Ad ii al .1 tuircKUibery, Minuter of Marou Slid

ufthe fi.li,ni-,.
M. I.uvaiix, Mini-ter of PublU Tnitruetioa mot Tint

.1 r!i.
M. Pierre I.e -rand, Him,ter nf ComtOUrtt BBd, ntl tn-

nf Poblie v rn
M. d Mal .. f iori nit rr*
M. < nil. ry, Minuter tfPentland Telenropha,
Bub.qauatly M. Bsrisses va* mads Minister efPublls

Works. Tws in- niin-rs el tin- Dusters Cabinet, .MM.
Hens sn. Ooeh rv, hui bees D__e_bets of
tba i...eh. ri, Miulatry; and five members of

Fie..-met Ministry, WW. Billet, Jaeregulberrv,
Ti-nril, de M .hy Bad Go - led In tba Inn bro

its whleb bea n rain d In (he downfall
of tbs Duelers Mi ils_rj grew mu of iii" ir-re-.- of
Prince Napoleon for aumin* lils nianlf.-sto.
I lu- (iv.i riiuiriif liitroilin eu a bill ls Hie

r of Deputies, ¦atbofvstng the Presldont
ilks bj a deena k rsu In Council, ki exp

n.i iiiH.-i-. of funner ie'_,-i'ii-.. ruiulllea wbo-e presence lu
.D-ii-iiiland tin- safety or t .- State,.boa* r.

tin_ to be Haine to IVS years In prfSOU. 'Hie
|- linen Who lloW ». rve III til' ArillV
rr. r>- to be .i.v ed en the i. fm d Hat I-ls Inst

I -i-i-iu iii. bill caused an sproar lu tbe Chamber. A
< mimili.-:- a sd to imi.hui, wi: h the ranuii-t In

,i'ih io e in1, arni ki lither measure* which
were [imposed bea mn on tbs same inbjeot. -M Kui.re

.¦.¦ a eoiinter project which proposed tnat
nu- < li ins I'i 1 be iii-nlilh.il d fn in
Oiling uuv i. v11 or mtlttarv p tats, snd thai sll pretenders

.¦ I..- inn--
ti.-iv j. dc(.-Idea to sunport tuts subsUMM
f..r the (mv. nun.-ut Mil lenee, so far aa Ifni til-pruelie*
;¦¦ '\e.| tip t. .- ti ra,i p ii -iK. ci.

,. i i -. .- Minister «>f
th.- Interior tu tbs outtfolug Cabinet, has
iji i-i lummoned lo oonanll willi Presldrni

tie foi rn dion of a MW
ihe head of tbo Cabinet winch wm

i.ii h..-il on r-i-meinh. .;u, i -r.il, and which gam way to
tbe Unmbe ia (1ovrrnui nt. it Tlrard waa Mlnlstei of
\ rlciiltnr and M fn u ry, Minister of Posts aad T< .-

_:i p -lillie 1 n. in I, win.-.i rei ired lu November.
i--i v" Jule Ferry wa* a member ot the De Freycinet
Cabinet la.t year.

ANARCHISTS READY TO BTORM A PRISON.
l'Aiti-, Jen. 28..a telegraa fr.un Lyons reports

tnat tin- town is in a si.-ite of excitement. It is

rumored thal tbs Anarchists Intend to storm the
pu .mi oi st. Pani, win ra PrioM Krapotkine in ooo-
tined. 1 loops and police have buen posted ia tho
neighborhood of the prison, and other precautions
bavs been taken to prevent tbs Anarchists from
carrying oat seebe design,

0ENEBAL FOBEIQN SEWS.

Till: PHOENIX PARK HURDERS.
LONDON, Jin. 29..Tkt /ir.ui this morning tBJt

it believes tbe Government is in poesssion of in-
forination which will bring borne tbs guilt no
complicity In the Pbeanti Perk mur¬
ders to at hunt two ot the pris¬
on, it who were befors tbs msaisirates
/ /r u - continues: " I lure eau he no doubt tho
dow i mil' ii' ha- a lew,"

1 be vrisis f tho si rn-.-iflc over leaves f he Govern-
mr-ll.' oil the w iiiu.||_f onie.

A STEAMEH LOST WIIH ALI, NAM)*-.
London. Jan. 38.- lbs ste.nm reported yester¬

day as having been wrecked bom Swanson wm ike
Agace Jack, bound from h..rdinia with lead. Tho
witueosM of tbe disaster, wbo wera unable to ran¬
di r any assistance, mw tbs eTew,numb_ring twelve
ii.en, swept one by om- from lbs tn i.st. Tbs steemej
w i- out ol the reach ot nickels and unapproacha¬
ble hv imaf*. Ali banda perished, including the
'¦aiiam, who, it is believed, stripped for tbs pur-
puM of -iv-riiumiti^ ashore.

ARREST OP Mi riNOUS SAILORS.
London, Jan. 28. Tbe British ship Narwhal,

t .-ii. i-tin Weston, fruin Seo Pranclsco, October I. for
Queenstown, has pal into Palmouth, she has been
¦around. PiveoftbecMW bave been arrested For
assault inc a sailor suspected of hoting given in¬
formation in regard to a souffls wUen oeennad on
thc passage, belWMO IB oflleer end a iium, in the
cniiise of which a kuii exploded, wounding the
latter. Theofflceia were compelled to carry arms
il'iiii the foj age,

?

DEATH OP TIIE BISHOP OP ABERDEEN.
London, .tan. 28..Tbe Kev. Dr. Tnoous G.

Slither, Bishop of Aberdeen and orkney, .Scotlaud,
ls uead.

DEATH OF FREDERICK MARTIN.
London, .ian, 29..Fiederieh Marlin, formerly

CarlyUfa amanuensis, and proprietor ol Th, Stotou,
//¦ in' I "ir' Ko il., la dead.

Bl \Ti;.\ BY REBELLIOUS.CONVICTS.
COU, Jan. L's..'I he convict-s employed at the

rm val works on HawlbowliM Island, in this harbor,
mutiued yesterday end attacked tbe wardens. Tho
jioIiik tatertered, hut wera badly beatea. The
so diers and marines were then culled ont, but lie-
lore tint disturbance could bo quelled several
persona were injured.

WOUNDED AGAIN IN A DUEL.
FAitir.. Jan. '-'H..M. Di rnulcde, founder of the

Patriotic League, who has Just recovered fruin s
WOlUld received in il duel, WM wounded .traill to-
dav in a dui with a Journalist, the result of a
newspaper article.

A FRENCH AERONAUT KILLED.
M-iDniD, Jan. 28..A French eerouaat wa" lulled

hers to-day by bis balloon striking a bouneton.

DAVITT (IV LANDLORDISM.
Di lui v, Jan. __h..Mr. Davitt, in a speech at a

meei lag of iin> National 1'OQgim hen- to-d..v, said lm

could not help feeling that tho most God-
liko act a man could perform would
hn to completo tho crushing of tho hul-
eoaePOWWel landlordism, ll Mr. QlBOOtlMS could

give a legislative blow le landlordism his name
^.mid bs i' rared by t-Tery geaeraiion "I tho lii>«r-
Mod victims, io wa.n _aere_tstuf strife against
lush povenv. misery ami criiiie, Mr. Davitt auld,
ecouied to bim au irresiatit-ly impualive duty, lu

conclusion he sahl that Irish landlordism and Cm-tle rum were being beaten inch by inch.
?

ALARMING RUMORS CONTRADICTED.
Cairo, Jan. 'IS..A dispatch received here from

Colonel Stewart shows tho falsity of the recent
alarming rumors relative to the state of affairs In
the Soudan. Colonel Hicks and other Briti.l. offi¬
cers, dolected for service in tho 8ou lan, will leave
Baez for that country on Wednesday next, aud un¬
til their arrival the Egyptian Gennr.il will not un¬
dertake any military operations beyond concen¬
trating troops at Khartoum.

M. DE GIERS LEAVES VIENNA.
Vienna, Jan. 28..M. de Giers, the Russian Foreign

Minister, left this city at 11 a. m. to-day for Ht. Pe¬
tersburg. Prince Lobanoflf, tbe Russian Ambassa¬
dor, aud stall'accompanied him to the railroad sta¬
tion.

REVIEW OF SPANISH TROOPS.
Madrid, Jan. __8..King Alfonso to-day reviewed

14.000 troops who were paraded in honor of Prince
Louis Ferdinsndof Bavaria, tho fiauc<_e of the In¬
fanta Maria della i'az.

$100,000 LOSS AT f 'TRYVILLE, MASS.

Boston, Jan. 2b.. . ..ulier particulars of
the tire on Sunday In Tapley viii., Mass,, show a much
greater loss than at lirst resorted. The large shoe fac¬
tory of Martin. Clapp k French was entirely destroyed.
The building was of wood, 150 by 40, feet and five
stories high. Two hundred and fifty hand, wlioare
thrown out of work, were employed, and 'JOG ea .es ot
shoes were turned out weekly. Tue loss on machinery
and stock will be total. Ttie tire spread to three dwell
lng hollies and destroyed them, tho occupants losing all
their household goods. Tiru other dwellings were bailly
damaged.
The toi al loss will probably exceed $100,000. Martin.

Clapp .t French ISM M machinery and stock MMtjOOtfl
Insured Tor 987,000. Tho loss ou ihe fact ry building ls
112.000. [twas owned hv Walter Martin and ii. A.
Tapley end ms ired f ir$8,000, Caa dw-dlings were nil
owned oy ii. A. Tapley, and ide los-* on tuem ls -..OOO,
wbice ls part lilly covered bj in.surauco lu tho lioijoko
lusurauce Conically.

A CHURCH DEDICATED IS BOSTON.

Boston, Jun. 28..The Chnreh of the Sa¬
cred Usart (I'.oinan Catholic) was di .'I-

MtSd lu Cambridge to-day. lilsbop Healey
Ot Portland, Me.,pteeoSSd tue dedii-ation sermon, and
Um dedicatory swOom were performed by Archbishop
Willi.BM, of BOStOO, assisted by tbo Hlshops nf
Portland, Springfield and Hartford. There were also in
Slteiida e in-iriv m ie- prlej-.s nf th" Sltlb dlOOOSlP Ot

-priLuiiold and New-York. The building cost
fioo.otu.

A SHOOTING Al FRAY IN CINCINNATI.
Cincinnati, Jan. 28..Early this norning

four men, nu residents ol Corin*!.Ky., bede sbeetiai
r.tlray on the sideWalk at Knee an! li-infWftTth ste. th's
rllv. John nv1;, .. .--, a bqnor-ell¦ r, was slialitl.
wounded and tile ball rrom his pistol t ink effect in the
le bri as: ,,f i:,,i. r i .in. n ..., i-blower, lulletias a

probebij fetal woead. Wi Item McCarty, oue of the
eo ivi ..vt-, wan n.igiir.y wounded. Only four shots
Wen Uren.

BOYS INJURED WHILE COASTING.
Siiamomv. Penn* Jan, 28..Five boyd were

int'ind in a Boasting accident here yesterduy, two of
Omm, it i- Mitered, fatally. Ona lad. christian by
Basse, wan hun Intern .ly, while saotbM named l.oby is
l>lng In convulsions. Oin- Bchwanh Sad .'vi ii ass and an

¦ rm 'iri-k'-n nie others wera bidly lid-trad. Two of
Ibe boj s wit going down ¦ in sn bill aud i"S' eonttel of
the alt.il, sinking tbne uoys wno wets comiug up.

A DEPUTY SURVEYOR ARRESTED.

Chicago, Jen. 28..Noah I». Smith, Special
peputv Surveyor of the United Bl ts OustosM ai the
Port of Mi ii j..u«, I erm., has Mee arrested here on a

Maren of bevlng embesaled Government funds to the
un.ni iii ti ii r vihhi to 90,000. If l- allseed that lie
collected dues from teamen ror the Marius Hospital
I und. and eonverted tin monej to vis own use. .-.muli
r-a.h that be ls I.ut if'.lli, a..ott. and itiat this mun was
nol embezslrd. bot simply overdrawn. Ho luti-uded to
make tbs di il, (.ney uood.

A FAMILY OP NEGROES POISONED.
|BT TELBOUAFH ro lill*. TI'.ItirSE.I

Columbia, 8. C, J.m. 28..Yesterday morn-
lng a family of BIBS m-Trees living in Laurens County
Ulled sad Ste Of aaeOM tl.a? had been bitten hy a dog
whicii is supirosed ts have been mad. About two hours
thereafter tin- entire fau.i'y became sick ead wets

Into convulsions, ['miro tiieni died last ul6l_t,
sud the otner ft .e are mt expected to live.

SIK'IDE OF A Un I Kl. CLERK.
Si'imni.mki.ii, Heat., Jun. 28..Charlea K.

Vmton, foriy-six rears old. son of a former hotel keeper
nf ibis city and tituise'f for a time clerk 'n thc Massasoit
House here, tbs Bigga HOOSS at Wanhluglon aud the
Continental Hotel at Philadelphia, blew his brains out
wit.i a shot-s-uii tn div. lin- sol is attributed to
hereditary insanity, lin \v;is reputed to be wealthy.

-_¦

A K UR:; la ny /.\ BUFFALO.
Bi 11 aid, X. V., Jun. 28..Tbe bonae of s. B.

Guthrie, a prominent citizen, win entered by burglar*
last nUtbt while the family were at rhe theatre, uml a

large SSMUat of raiuatile lewelry was stolen. The
rubboielett so clew, a number of burglaries hara been
ivMinni' ed barr reeentijr. wimont anv arrests having
been made ur auy clew to the perpetrators discovered.

A SUICIDE'S WUK Iii-. ST OA SUICIDE.

Di.vvkii, Col., Jan. 28..Mra, Qrace W«-ll-
aian, wife of j.dm ii. Wi¦ii-n.iu, ihe Denver lawyer who
gommltted snlelde near Pueblo several weeks ago and
.h..-.- ii .iv wm fm,ml last Friday iruluf i.iy dis-
Ib-nud h. magpies, has alleiupt.d three unies to de-
itroy herself within ths pa-t no da) s.

A DENIAL FROM QOFERNOR WALLEE
Ni w-l.i.vnnv, Cop-., Jun. 28..Governor

-Taller authorises the str amen! that he ua« not orderad
thedtaeoattanenee ef Mbasnpttous to -my sewspape-'
Iii rel.re taken In tue Executive uihce during io- om
.I tho Legislature.

TBESPBAGUk MORTGAGE SOTLS.

Providicni-K, H. I., .(.in. 28..Zachariah
ivittve, trustee, snanenrid thar a first dividend

If loper cent lr lupiidailoa of tue {.prattle niortjrauo
notes will be paid on February lt.

AS IMPSI80NED il ISKR RELEASED.
Ami Niii.vv, IV tin., Jan. 28..William Mctz-

|sr, theedser whowm Imprisoned In the ore mine of
tbe liokciid.uma lion Company yesterday br a fall of
ure, was lescued last night. His injuries are very
iligat. Tho bod} ut HUMOSIgM has uol yet Otcu
round.

_

SILLING BIS WIFE 0 ITU AS AXE.

IvAit, Va., Jan. 28..Lee! night Lewis Car-
hr, a argie living mi Dr. l'l-i low's farm, ibis eoiliuy,
snacked his wlfo with an axe. crushing her skull, from
ibe rt.. ts of which she died ibis morning. The mnr-

Jeisi escaped.
^_

A PASTORATE RESIGNED.

Puoviuence, It. I., Jau. -*..The Kev. E. T.
Farnham IMS o.eiinitf resigned tue pastorate of tne

Friendship Wtrcet Baptist Cliurcb. having ace pied a

i-sll io the Warum ton Avenue Baptist CUuroii, doukers,
N. V.

m

AS ACED WOMAN KILLED.

Rphin.-UKU), Mass., Jan. 28..Marj IfeAl
lister, age seventy, was killed by a train at tfttttasagao
laat uigut, wuile walking on tao track.

DENYSE ASD RIO tiRASDE DIRECTORS.

Them are noon to be several ehanffM in the
Hoard Sf Dta-SMM of th. Deny.rr and Km (.rando Ka.!-

way loinpsiiy. Ihe uext annual BSStlag will not occur

uni il April, hut some of ihe largest utockHolders, whoso

Interest in the road ls said tu have been acquired recently,
demand au Immediate change, lt ls understood ibat

two of (he new directors Will bs William I* Scott,of
Kric, l'.un., and A. J. Cassatt. lormerly first vioe-pre..l-
dei.ioi nie 1'eniisylvauta Kaihoad. For tue two otuer

place*, wmeli it baa Oven a.-ii ed lue new .lockliniders
¦ ii ul till, novel-.,I mun. rt li.ive MN suggested. Aiinis-ll
aimil.uk and i'll..iles .1. I.aboru W»-m spoken of mont

freiiu, n.ly y. s.eiil.n line Ol the present din 'i.v a ...

lue company »anl .hal oy mutual cuuaeut Wiiliain L.

Mott had toes charged wita ths um/ ot .el.ciiug the
0'iier new mewburn m tbe bo .rd. Hs will mako lila
choice known lu a WW days, anaprababiy tu-day.

THE CIVIL SKRVICE LAW.

DISCUSSION HY DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS.
00_I\n.NT8 CPOM TnK PROVISIONS AND PROBABLI

EVFUCTS Off THK ACT.TUE TUNE OF CBITICISM
MOT UNFRIENDLY.

|FROM TUB BP.oni.AB CORHElPOSntNT OF THt_ TRIBtTNB.]
WlMIMHUM, January 'J8.-Tho new Civil Ser¬

vice law has been tbe subject of a good deal of talk
by practical men In tbe departments since it wm
signed by the President. This discussion has been
by no means unfriendly, bnt it has shown sums
points in the law which may cause regret that lt
was not submitted before its final passage to some
experienced officials here for suggestion*. A num¬
ber of points have beeu brought out also which are
not prejudicial to tbe law. but winch do not seem
to have been generally understood in the discus¬
sions as to Its probable effect.
No term is tixed for the office of Civil Service

Commissioner, undoubtedly for tbe reason that the
tenure should be as nearly permanent as possible.
This may have aa important effect upon the future
of the reform, in case of the election of a Demo¬
cratic President. It is to be supposed that tho men
whom Presideut Arthur will select will be sincere
and earnest in their work, lt is truo that under tho
law " the Presideut may remove any Commissioner,"
but even a Democratic Presideut might hesitate
to remove a Civil Seiyico Coinmissto icr. whose
office will represent the very idea of reform, except
for cause. This feature of the law then may do
much to protect tho reform from even an unfriend¬
ly Administration.. The bill as Mr. Elton original¬
ly framed it provided that I here shu.sid bc a removal
lor cause only, and tbat the reasons should bc tiled,
but Congress seemed to Itel that this was t o great
a res nc nm to put upou ibo President.
Some rrembers of Congress had the impression,

aoparentlv, that the provi .iou for dividing appoint¬
ments eiprally among ihe .States and Territories
referred to all odiccs .-itleeteil bv the bill, whether
in \Y"eabiagtea or elsewhere. The law s..y_ tbat
appointment, "in the departments at .Ya.hiug.
un" stall be so apportioned. In fact, any other
system is not practicable. It would not bs pos-ible,
mr exaiup e, to divide the appoiir me-ivs lutheran
Francisco Custom-1 Iou-e soaalfy a.nong the .States,
nor to k-epan appointment poonelli be'wu.n the
btatM s Ire li would insure equality for th.-m iu tho
total number of api-oiutment. in thc Civil Service,
whether within their own territory or in Walling¬
ton.
The preference which ex-soldier. li08ha(f-0_ by

reason of wounds or di.abil. tv incurred iii »li-. ser¬
vice have had under the R-vised Statutes scorns to
bo practically abolished by this law, or marly so.

as ii must bo apparently, un' t any ByotSM of
couip- tit ive BS uiiiii.ifio:i.al' hoiii-h the law says
tt.ey (.hall not be deprived of tai-preference. Tho
ac* provid's ihit pl.iee. 'Shall be lilied by -.elections
according to grade from anning tims- grided
hgicbt" in the competitive examination-. Anpar-
ently a soldier eau be preferred to a civilian only
when riicy have tho MMS marking, which would be
a rate occurrence, as the marks will usually run
into fractions, or when the soldier is " among
tOOOS graded highest * 0 idUMM whloh the commis¬
sion will doubtless construe in its rules
The provi-. on for ti.e appointment of a chief ex¬

aminer liv tho cominisvou is held to be clearly un-

coiisfiiutiou.l, ina.much aoCOagMM can vent the
appointment of inferior officer.-- only " in the Presi¬
dent alone, in th" cour s of law, or in the heads of
le lartiiients." The word " em pl y " is used in the
act histsort of " appoint," and it has been -uagestcd
tba ibo difficulty miyht be evaded by allowing the
President to appoint on recommendation of tho
commission, lt may be decided, however, to ask
Congress te pass an am ndiug ac*.
Most of tho cn.ici.sm upon the bill is directed to

the MCtVMM requiring tho Secretary of the Treasury
and ihe Postmaster-General to alrimire the clerks in
various offices under their departments having
ncie than titty subordinates, iu classes like those in
the Washington departments iu "

Mt Btltl 10 ll fill Ml If
as may be." lt ls said iu both dopeitMsatS that
little or nothing can be done tinier ihe-o sections

except M furnish the MMMMMM with the rolls of
employes, Ior tho MOSOa that the grading outside of
W.i-dimgion is l>i n m-aus so uniform as in the de¬
partments her... Hero tue clerks are divided into
tour classes.lirst., second, thud and fourth.-receiv¬
ing respectively (1,200, 91.400, 91.000 and .-1,800
a y<ar. It is true that these grades of
pay are in use ir. custom-houses, etc., but there are

kinds of clerical employes who cann«. be ..la-sitled
in tins wav. In the Post Office DsffOftMSat the dif-
tioulties aro greater. While in tho offices sub¬
ordinate io the ltd -'try th" various appointments
aro subject to Ihe approval of tbs Ikparuient at
Washington, the post ina-t rs throughout the country
arecntirely.independent of the Department in theap-
poiniineutof theirclerkr*. The Department makesaa
allowance to each otli.-e for clerk hire, and 'ne post-
lua-ster appoints v/hoiu bs plea-es. Thisis m..-e ten

in the great ollie.' of New-York. Tin-..alarie, of tuese
clerks ruu nil the way from if4SO a year to |8j000_
thc average beiin'inui h lower than in tbs Depart-
ineni at Wa-hing'.ou, and tiie mun being lixed in
cai li ens;,, and iu < adi oiii.e by the nature of t Lie ser-

ice aud the amount of work ts be done.
lt is said to bc inpracticable to make any classifi¬

cation ot tho postal cur.ca! service UifeeeboBl the
country approaching that in n»- ia tue ii :>ailments
at WasbiBgtOB. lint M the law InectS the Post-
inai-ter-to iit-ral tr make a classitication, it is sug¬
gested ihat thc eiiect may he ta bring tbs i len cal
MM ll SI of the post-ottOM having tifty subordinates
into tbs 'ame rel;:lion with the PootMO (-Q-BS-Ol
as Hie clerical service of the Treanury outside of
Wasuiuiiioii bean now to tbs Secretary af the
Treasury.
Mr. Hatton, the Hsslsl_.nlroslsMitsr flrnMil.ien

characteiisticall) that he "wouldn't nu ml if it
did," because he would like "to soe the Post Office
D partineiii have a little political influence, wbore-
a.-> now it is tbe only Civil Sci vice Si fora deoart-
ni» in in tbe liovci-niii'iit.'bo only one in which
cadi head of an otiiie :s indi-p ndeut and is held
respoiiKible for its nun igeiiciit."

Hie wording ot the >.., .um relating to th- Treas¬
ury seems lo limit thc present application of
tho law io ciisioinsnffii sa Itsavstnat th- Secrs-
tary shall arrange iu elOMM "tbs s.-vci il deik.
anil perons emp med by tue Collector, Naval Of-
ticer, Survo.or aim Appraisers, ore,ch roi leoak or

being iu the pul'iii- serries st their teepee ivs offices
in each easton district ween tbs win.Ie number of
said cl, rki aud persons sh ill bi a.iog.-ib.-i as many
ss liny." Ibis does not. seem to
bnng Sun-1'rea.s.unes, tx inn.ts, MOajf offi.es,
M Internal K-venue coiiectois" offices within the
operation ol tb*, law, Al bast kui li IS iii" opili.oU
ol several i lessan officiala Ii tbis be coneei, tbs
Mib-Ina ury ai Ri w Von., thungo it hav a force
ol umre lian one bundled persons, about lif.'y of
whom are clerks, will not oe subject lo lbs law
unless au rdi r hythe Preskieul un ur sub.i wsioa
3 Oi section U -youl in ike it so. Ibis mfa ihat
the needs uf dees tu* ms and offices shall, on IImo*
tiou Oi the President, revise existing eia».-vii vilnius
oi employes, and -hali incline clerks and od ess in
the public seivce pel li.Ul g to theil I. m,m;u! .\ O

uepaiiiueuts. BOt before ilsasitied for OSMMbV
nat.on." Uiioer ih" law as lt stand-, and
without any miler from tho Pic«ii!»-uf,
it ia i nought mat ibo oui.v Irea.siiiy.tlici* to which
it Will apply OUtaue ot Wa.uiiigiou ate .lie IM
toms offi.es al H..liunore. nuriingtoii. Vt.. Muston,
i incago, Detroit, New-Vork, New-Orieaaa, I'hila-
delpuia and San 1-ia.i, isco. Th* post-odin-s to

wbieli tbe c.aa-libation ul nliy employer.np ,,1 apply
lunn ii,-: about twilit.-live. -*.<> many cha .-er, aro
consian Iv tawing p. ice, however, iii lb loree at
Tamas points ihat u -w bia iks have been sent out
to nr aiii. ii nih.' »> on a. ii that uuu.lnr, aud ue
accurate list eau be g.ve.i yet.

lt is evident that ih. couiuiis.ion will have some
difficulties lo deal witb at the outset, and vhi.e the
lr -iiueut is uudoub.eujy wis*' in determining to
make is selections as Commissionc-is \i-ry de-1
ii,.irately, they will piobaoiy nee i all
their lime to get the system iu working onL-r
wilhin taeBOnoa lix 0 by tue act. ibis requires
that alter six mouths fiom ihe pa_-8age of thc act
no pei>on -hal be ap, oiiii<-d who lia- uot p vi ed an
examination. Tbo law was signed Januaiy 16.
By July 10. therefore, tho Civil 8erv.ee Commis¬
sion u.u>t not ouij have selln il be many i*,u«_liuiiS
oi lie.ail wiub wuio.i iin\ aro likely lo he tact, and
have eniab.is.hoii their examiuiug beards in the
tw.uty-uve or iu>ue tulles wbexe there aie otlicee


